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MMP Materials management plan 
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 Background 

1.1.1 To secure the long-term sustainability of its UK operations, Tata Steel UK Limited 

(hereafter ‘Tata Steel’ or ‘the Applicant’) is proposing the construction and operation of a 

new electric arc furnace (EAF) based steel production facility (hereafter ‘the Proposed 

Development’) located inside the existing Port Talbot Steelworks at Margam in South 

Wales. The location of the Red Line Boundary (hereafter referred to as ‘the Site’) is 

provided in Figure 1.1.  

1.1.2 The Applicant is seeking to secure planning permission for the Proposed Development 

by way of a hybrid EIA development planning application to Neath Port Talbot Council 

(NPTC) under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended). Planning 

permission is being sought for the following description of the Proposed Development: 

• ‘Hybrid planning application: full planning permission for the demolition of existing 
buildings and structures, partial infill of the BOS lagoon, and construction of a 
new electric arc furnace-based steel production facility (1 no. arc furnace, 2 no. 
ladle furnaces). The development includes an upgraded slag processing facility, 
chemical/material storage and transfer infrastructure and pipework and cabling 
(above and below ground), buildings, fume and dust treatment plant, water 
treatment facility and material handling systems. Electrical control rooms and 
power infrastructure. Offices and ancillary facilities together with new and 
amended transport infrastructure, landscaping and green infrastructure, and 
associated engineering operations.  

• Outline planning permission (with all matters reserved except for access and 
landscaping) for demolition and the construction of a scrap metal handling facility 
and associated scrap yards, scrap processing facility, underground and 
overground electrical infrastructure, and new and amended transport 
infrastructure, landscape and green infrastructure, drainage and associated 
engineering operations’. 

 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Aim of EIA 

1.2.1 Government guidance1 sets out that the aim of EIA is to protect the environment by 

ensuring that a local planning authority, when deciding whether to grant planning 

permission for a project which is likely to have significant effects on the environment, 

does so in the full knowledge of the likely significant effects and takes this into account in 

the decision making process. The EIA Regulations set out a procedure for identifying 

those projects which should be subject to statutory EIA, and for assessing, consulting 

and coming to a decision on those projects which are likely to have significant 

environmental effects. The guidance sets out that an additional aim of EIA is to ensure 

that the public are given early and effective opportunities to participate in the decision 

making procedures. 

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/environmental-impact-assessment#the-purpose-of-environmental-impact-
assessment  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/environmental-impact-assessment#the-purpose-of-environmental-impact-assessment
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/environmental-impact-assessment#the-purpose-of-environmental-impact-assessment
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Statutory context 

1.2.2 The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) 

Regulations 2017 (hereafter ‘the EIA Regulations’) set out the statutory requirements and 

apply where planning consent is being sought for developments under the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990 in Wales. 

1.2.3 Schedule 1 to the EIA Regulations sets out the types of development that are subject to 

mandatory EIA. Schedule 2 sets out descriptions of development and applicable 

thresholds for other types of development that require EIA if they are likely to have 

significant effects. Further schedules also specify the criteria for determining the need for 

EIA and the information to be included within the resultant Environmental Statement (ES). 

1.2.4 The Proposed Development does not fall under Schedule 1, Part 4 (a) or (b) of the EIA 

Regulations on the basis that: 

• It does not constitute an integrated works or the initial smelting process. It uses 
scrap metal and steel; and 

• It is not for the production of non-ferrous crude metals. The facility involves 
ferrous metals. 

1.2.5 The Proposed Development does not match the description of any other developments 

described in Schedule 1. Hence, it is concluded that the Proposed Development is not a 

Schedule 1 development and the requirement for mandatory EIA does not apply. 

1.2.6 The Proposed Development falls under the ‘production and processing of metals’ in 

Column 1, Part 4 of Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations, meaning it is subject to the 

requirement for ‘discretionary’ EIA. The Proposed Development will comprise over 1,000 

square metres (m2) of new floorspace and exceeds the thresholds within Column 2.  

1.2.7 The Applicant has elected to undertake EIA without prior screening and to submit an ES 

with the planning application. This is in recognition of the elevated public profile of the 

Proposed Development and anticipated high levels of interest in respect of its 

environmental performance.  

Environmental statement  

1.2.8 Regulation 17(1) of the EIA Regulations requires an EIA application to be accompanied 

by an ES.  

1.2.9 In accordance with the EIA Regulations an ES is a statement which includes: 

a) a description of the proposed development comprising information on the site, 
design, size and other relevant features of the development; 

b) a description of the likely significant effects of the proposed development on the 
environment; 

c) a description of any features of the proposed development, or measures 
envisaged in order to avoid, prevent or reduce and, if possible, offset likely 
significant adverse effects on the environment; 

d) a description of the reasonable alternatives studied by the applicant or appellant, 
which are relevant to the proposed development and its specific characteristics, 
and an indication of the main reasons for the option chosen, taking into account 
the significant effects of the development on the environment; 

e) a non-technical summary of the information referred to in sub-paragraphs (a) to 
(d); and 
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f) any additional information specified in Schedule 4 relevant to the specific 
characteristics of the particular development or type of development and to the 
environmental features likely to be significantly affected. 

1.2.10 This ES accompanies the planning application and reports the formal process and 

outcomes of the EIA undertaken for the Proposed Development. The key purpose of the 

ES is to provide the local planning authority (Neath Port Talbot Council), statutory 

consultees, interested bodies and the general public with sufficient information on the 

likely significant effects of the Proposed Development on the environment, together with 

any mitigation measures proposed. 

 Structure of Environmental Statement 

1.3.1 This ES is presented in four volumes: 

• Volume 1: Non-Technical Summary (NTS); 

• Volume 2: Environmental Statement (ES); 

• Volume 3: Appendices; and  

• Volume 4: Figures 

Volume 1 

1.3.2 Volume 1 comprises a Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of the ES, which has been 

prepared as a separate document, in accordance with the requirements of the EIA 

Regulations. 

Volume 2 

1.3.3 Volume 2 comprises the main text of the ES. This consists of 16 chapters, which are 

structured as follows: 

• Chapter 1 Introduction introduces the Proposed Development and explains the 
underlying objectives of the proposals; describes the statutory basis for the EIA; 
outlines the structure of the ES; and identifies the team of competent experts 
responsible for undertaking and reporting the EIA. 

• Chapter 2 Proposed Development establishes the need for the Proposed 
Development; provides a detailed description of the key design components and 
characteristics of the Proposed Development and associated land take; and 
outlines the planned timescales for construction and implementation. 

• Chapter 3 Environmental Context and Alternatives provides a description of 
the receiving environment in respect of existing landform, topography, settlement 
and transportation patterns, land use, hydrology, and environmental designations 
associated with land on, and in proximity to, where the Proposed Development 
will be located; summarises the reasonable alternatives that have been 
considered in the evolution of the Proposed Development. 

• Chapter 4 Environmental Assessment Methodology summarises the EIA 
process, scope of the EIA, the overall EIA process methodology and format of 
the ES chapters. 

• Chapters 5 to 14 Technical Assessments report the findings of multi-
disciplinary impact assessment, and report on the proposed mitigation measures 
and residual likely significant effects on the environment as a result of 
implementation of the Proposed Development. 
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• Chapter 15 Cumulative Effects reports any significant cumulative and 
combined environmental effects of the Proposed Development arising from 
various factors of the environment and various committed developments on 
individual receptors.  

• Chapter 16 Summary provides a summary of the residual effects and 
commitments set out in the ES. 

1.3.4 References to other documents considered or relied upon in the undertaking of EIA are 

provided at the end of each assessment chapter, where relevant. 

Volume 3 

1.3.5 Volume 3 comprises appendices (to the main text presented in Volume 2) containing 

detailed technical reports of the individual environmental assessments and other relevant 

supporting documentation. 

Volume 4 

1.3.6 Volume 4 comprises the plans, figures and photographs referenced in Volume 2.  

1.3.7 Where figures and appendices are presented in Volumes 3 and 4, these are referred to 

in the main text of Volume 2. For ease of reference, separate images are also presented 

where relevant in the main text of Volume 2. 

1.3.8 The following documents form part of the planning application and should be read in 

conjunction with the ES:  

• Design and Access Statement; 

• Green Infrastructure Statement (GIS); 

• Planning Statement; and 

• Habitats Regulations Appropriate Assessment Screening Report. 

 EIA team 

1.4.1 RSK Environment Ltd (RSK) has undertaken coordination of the EIA and preparation of 

this ES on behalf of the Applicant, with specialist environmental, design and planning 

input from a range of competent experts in their field. The relevant expertise and 

qualifications declared by the lead experts involved in the preparation of this ES are 

detailed in Error! Reference source not found. below. 

1.4.2 This ES has been prepared under the supervision of, and reviewed by, persons having 

sufficient expertise. Amongst other considerations, ‘sufficient expertise’ is defined herein 

as relevant experience working on EIA projects and suitable professional standing as 

recognised by relevant professional membership or academic qualifications. 
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Table 1.1 EIA Team Responsibilities 

Name Qualifications Company Role and expertise 

EIA project management team 

Dr Liz 
Young 

PhD, BSc, MSc, MIEMA, 
CEnv 

RSK 
Environment 

EIA coordination 

Rob 
Edwards 

BSc, MSc, CEnv, MIEMA, 
MIEnvSc, MIAQM 

RSK 
Environment 

EIA coordination  

Mark Cope BSc, MSc, MIEMA, CEnv, 
REIA, FGS 

RSK 
Environment 

EIA coordination and 
human health 

EIA technical specialists 

Dan Leaver CMLI  Stephenson 
Halliday 

Landscape and 
Visual 

Simon Butler BSc, MSc, MIEMA, CEnv Temple Group 

 

Air Quality and Odour 

 
Xiangyu 
(Sian) 
Sheng 

BSc, BEng, MSc, MPhil, PhD, 
FRMets, CEng, CPhys, CSci, 
CEnv, MIEnvSc, MIAQM  

Daniel Clare MIOA RSK Acoustics 

 

Noise and Vibration 

 
Alex West BA (Hons), PgDip, MIOA 

Alex Ellis MCIEEM  RSK 
Biocensus 

Biodiversity 

Faye 
Tomalin 

MCIWEM, C.WEM JBA 
Consulting 

Surface Water, Flood 
Risk and Drainage 

John 
Panesar 

BEng (Hons), CEng MICE 

Mike Owens BSc, MSc, CEnv, MIEnvSc, 
SiLC, SQP 

RSK 
Geosciences 

Land, Soil and 
Groundwater 

Catherine 
Isherwood 

MSc CGeol FGS MIMMM WRc Peat 

Kit Byrom ACIfA Headland 
Archaeology 

Cultural Heritage 

Peter Todd  MCIHT  SCP 

 

Transport and 
Access 

Craig 
Thomson 

BSc (Hons) 

James Blake BSc (Hons), MSc, MIEMA, 
CEnv 

Turley Climate Change 



Issued for PAC 

Tata Steel UK Limited  1-6 

EAF: Environmental Statement, Vol. 2 

664195 

Name Qualifications Company Role and expertise 

Richard 
Laming 

BA (Hons) DipTP, MRTPI Turley  Socioeconomics 
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